
      

 

 

 

 

No. 2, May 2022 

 

The hottest plant sale of the 

year is coming soon. Do not 

miss it!  

 

The best selection of plants 

will be Sunday morning at 

10:00 am. And yes, people 

will line up early for this 

popular, annual event.  

 

There will be many 

experienced gardeners there 

to answer your questions and 

share growing tips. 

 

The PG Seed Library is 

hosting a table with open-

pollinated seeds for sale. So, 

stop by and chat! 

 Grow with us! 



  When can I plant my garden?! 

Spring is cool and wet this year, so it is very trying time for eager gardeners! If you are like me, 

you have already started some plants inside already and now you are not sure what to do 

next... To plant or not plant! Stop, take a deep breath. You must HARDEN these babies off 

before even thinking of plopping them in the garden. 

 

Hardening off plants is a process that introduces them to wind, rain, and sunshine. 

You may ask what sunshine this year?! It is still beneficial to harden off plants when there is no 

sunshine.  

I start by putting them out every day, usually in a shady spot, for 1 hour. I increase this time 

every day by 1 hour until they can stay out overnight. This is called the “hardening off dance,” 

as you will be close up and moving in sync with your plant babies.  

Every time you move your plants, you should check if they need water. Plants do dry out faster 

with wind. Maybe this will be the first time that they get cold tap water, this is also something 

new for my plants that usually get slightly lukewarm water.  

Should you get loads of sunshine → be aware that the leaves may burn. If it is hot and sunny 

out, start the hardening off process in the shade. It is a good thing this dance last only for a 

one week each spring. I have. been dancing with the DDBGS trays for a week now so that 

they are ready for the plant sale on May 22nd.  

 

Before and AFTER pics of hardening off squash plants 

Please be aware if you buy plants from a box store or nursery, you can not assume that this 

hardening off has been done. You have invested a lot of dollars, so do not skip this step! Even 

if your plants do not die, they may get transplant shock. Transplant shock is something the 

plants may never outgrow. Love your plant babies! Christiane Hirt, Master Gardener 
 



  Growing tip – heated floors  

The germination time for Borlotti Beans is 8-16 days. Seedling heat mats help, but this clever 

gardener has found a better, short cut! If you start these seedlings on a heated floor you can 

speed up the germination time. These pictures, by Maureen Faulkner, Master Gardener in 

Training, were taken after just 6 days of growing.  

 

 

  Growing tip – leaf damage 

Almost every gardener learns by doing. Which means, beginner and experienced gardeners 

will make mistakes. I am sure you have heard the joke: I make my mistakes 6-8 times so that I 

can be sure I am wrong. These pictures, by Nicola Focht, Master Gardener in Training, show 

leaf damage to cucumber plants that were 3 weeks old. I took off the plastic cover too late… 

There was no damage to the root system and stalk, so I kept growing these plants. Four weeks 

later, you can see that the damaged leaves crinkled up and turned brown. The plant recovered 

well, and multiple new, healthy leaves have grown. 

 



  Seed libraries - did you know? 

Although it is brand new to Prince George, there are many other communities across Canada 

with Seed Libraries. We are now connected with the new, trendy way to share seeds. Not that 

long ago that is how people gardened, by saving and trading seeds, and we are just 

reconnecting to a simpler way of life. Sadly, we have lost many of these self-sufficient skills… 

But it is not too late, and the time is now!  

  Seed Savers – summary table 

The Seeds of Diversity Canada, https://seeds.ca/, is a well-established seed library. Their 

webpage provides education, new research, etc. They have given us special permission to 

share their “Quick Reference Guide” with PG Seed Library 

members.  

This table summarizes key info about: 

Difficulty: which plant is suited for beginners, intermediates, or 

advanced gardeners 

Pollination: plants use insects, wind, and self-pollination. So, if rye 

needs wind pollination, it is not suitable to grow it in a greenhouse. 

Isolation distance: this criteria is for advanced gardeners. It uses row 

covers, insect introduction, time isolation, etc. 

Longevity: tells you how long properly stored seeds will last 

Minimum plants: specifies the number of plants needed to ensure 

genetic diversity is preserved. The PG Seed Library is your 

community. So, do not worry about whether you are growing ten basil 

plants. In the fall, we will collect your seeds and then mix them with the seeds grown by other 

gardeners. This mixing will enable us to preserve the plants’ genetic diversity as a community team. 

          

The Prince George Community Seed Library is a community partnership with financial support from

 

about:blank


 



 


